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MAP’s Brake Safety Awareness Week 2008 will once again take place this summer. The dates are August 
24-30, 2008. Please mark your calendars and place the event in your marketing calendars. MAP is, once 
again, seeking sponsors for consumer handout materials. If you know of anyone who may be interested, 
please let us know ASAP. Tenneco has, once again, agreed to produce the informative poster and distribute it, 
in reasonable quantities, to MAP Participating stores. In addition, we’ll again have a section on the MAP 
website for shops and one for consumers. Please contact Larry Hecker at larry@motorist.org for more 
information and to be a sponsor. 
 
MAP UICS 2008 now available to AMRA members. Get your own copy of the MAP UICS (by system) for 
2008 at www.motorist.org/uics/uics.htm. These cover Brakes, DriveTrain, Electrical, Engine (incl. Exhaust), 
HVAC and Steering and Suspension. You’ll need your member ID and passcode. If you can’t find it or don’t 
have one, send an e-mail to map@motorist.org and we’ll look it up for you. 
 
Spring MAP/AMRA meeting set for Dallas – The MAP/AMRA Spring Membership and Board meetings 
will be held May 13-14 at the Doubletree Hotel Dallas-Campbell Centre (8250 N. Central Expy., Dallas, TX  
75206). The membership meeting is being co-hosted by Just Brakes. Speakers Merrie Spaeth and Ron Berry 
will be featured at the meeting. Spaeth, a Marketing and Public Relations guru and former director of media 
for U.S. President Ronald Reagan, will speak on superb customer relations. Berry, former Senior Official at 
the Council of Better Business Bureaus headquarters in Virginia, will address the BBB’s views on taking care 
of your customers. A discounted rate of $119 per night is being offered at the Doubletree Hotel through April 
12. Make reservations by calling 214-691-8700. For more information, check out the attached Meeting 
Notice, click on the meeting link on the MAP website at www.motorist.org or contact ben@motorist.org. 
 
Car dealerships are trying to grab a larger chunk of the aftermarket. Some auto dealers are using color-
coded forms to simplify vehicle inspections, improve customer communications and get more vehicles back in 
their service bays, according to the Feb. 18 issue of Tire Business (pages 6 & 7). MAP Participating shops 
already have this advantage since they can use MAP-produced color-coded checksheets for Brakes, Engine, 
HVAC and Battery/Starting Charging. Just download the colorful checksheets from the MAP website 
(www.motorist.org) in the Members’ section and print them for your use. 
 
Cameron Gulbransen Kids Transportation Safety Act was recently signed into law. Dubbed “Kids and 
Cars Act,” it requires NHTSA to create a database of deaths and injuries of children in non-traffic but auto-
related accidents and to study whether to require that power windows and door panels reverse direction when 
they detect an obstruction, much as automated garage-door openers do. A NHTSA regulation already in effect 
mandates that automakers, by September 2008, install window switches that users must pull up in order to 
open a window, but it does not require that windows reverse direction automatically when obstructed. The bill 
also requires NHTSA to begin a regulatory action to expand the “required field of view to enable the driver to 
detect the presence of a person or object behind the vehicle in order to prevent death and injury resulting from 
backing incidents, particularly incidents involving small children and disabled persons.” Source: MEMA 
Washington Insider Newsletter. 
 



NHTSA plans to renew the collection of information set under 49 CFR Part 576 “Record Retention.” This 
rule requires manufacturers of motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment to retain records of claims, 
complaints, reports, and other records concerning alleged and proven motor vehicle or motor vehicle 
equipment defects and malfunctions that may be related to motor vehicle safety. Manufacturers need to retain 
one copy of all records that contain information concerning malfunctions that may be related to motor vehicle 
safety for a period of five calendar years after the record is generated or acquired by the manufacturer. Part 
576 also requires manufacturers to retain for five years the underlying records related to early warning 
reporting (EWR) information submitted under 49 CFR Part 579. Source: MEMA Insider. 
 
Save the date for upcoming AMRA/MAP Technical Committee meetings! The next MAP/AMRA 
Technical Committee meeting will be held April 16-17 at a site to be determined near Chicago O’Hare 
Airport. Flo-Dynamics will be the host for the meeting. In addition, the fall Technical Committee meeting will 
be hosted by Hunter Engineering in St. Louis in September. Dates are still to be determined. More 
information on both events will be coming soon! 
 
Get a new vehicle for your business and deduct most of the cost in 2008. The Economic Stimulus Act of 
2008 includes two significant business tax breaks in the form of bigger depreciation write-offs: (1) Bigger 
Section 179 Deductions and (2) First-year “Bonus Depreciation.” The Act almost doubles the maximum 
Section 179 deduction -- but only for the 2008 tax year, when the maximum write-off increases to $250,000. 
For 2009 to 2010, the maximum deduction will revert to $125,000 (plus inflation adjustments) unless 
Congress takes further action. For tax years beginning in 2008, the phase-out threshold is generally increased 
to a whopping $800,000 (up from $510,000 before the new law). Example 1: Let’s say a small business adds 
$200,000 worth of new and used equipment and software during its 2008 tax year. Under the expanded 
Section 179 deduction break, the company can write off the entire $200,000 on its 2008 business tax return, as 
long as the business still has positive taxable income after subtracting the Section 179 deduction. Example 2: 
For a new passenger auto or light truck that is used more than 50 percent for business and is subject to the 
unfavorable luxury auto depreciation limitations, the bonus depreciation tax break increases the maximum 
first-year depreciation deduction by $8,000. Get the full article from: ben@motorist.org. 
 
Extra MAP Participation Decals soon to be available. Under the current “MAP 2.0: Striding Forward” 
guidelines, each MAP Participating Facility is to receive one decal to display in its store window. With the 
current stipulation that at least one person in each Participating Facility must pass the MAP Assessment test to 
become MAP Qualified (effective June 1, 2008), extra decals can be requested (at a cost of $3 per decal, plus 
shipping/handling) when additional personnel pass the MAP Assessment. For more information, contact Ben 
Trittipoe at ben@motorist.org. 
 
Participate in “National Tire Safety Week,” to be held April 20-26, 2008, and co-sponsored by the Rubber 
Manufacturers Assn. and MAP. Get more customers in your shop and educate motorists about proper tire care 
and safety. By signing up for this program, you’ll be able to order, AT NO CHARGE, RMA’s Be Tire Smart 
– Play Your PART brochures that you can give to consumers. To obtain the free materials, please fill out the 
request form or sign up online at www.betiresmart.org. RMA will provide a FREE "Be Tire Smart – Play 
Your PART” kit, which includes 200 brochures, a brochure holder and a poster, upon request. Materials will 
be shipped in the weeks preceding National Tire Safety Week, so shops can distribute them during the week. 
Just complete the form and fax directly to RMA. Please join today at www.betiresmart.org. 
 
Tell a Colleague! 
If you know another automotive professional who would be interested in receiving this newsletter, tell him or 
her to send an e-mail request to map@motorist.org with SUBSCRIBE in the subject line of the e-mail, or call 
301-634-4955. His/her e-mail address will not be used for any other purpose, nor will it be given to anyone 
else. For more information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week about MAP, click on: www.motorist.org. Mailing 
address: 7910 Woodmont Avenue, Suite 760, Bethesda MD 20814. 
 



